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Introduction:  
Kwazulu-Natal has been lashed by severe storms accompanied  
by excessive wind, rain, hail, lightening etc.  This has had a severe 
impact on the agricultural and rural sector of the province.  All districts have reported a severe impact 
and significant losses which have occurred.  Losses include livestock, crops and infrastructure 
amongst other.   
 
Notable is that all districts reported serious concerns regarding the roads, bridges and passes 
which has not only affect traffic flow but is impacting directly on the delivery and supply of goods 
and produce including staple food items.  In addition, in many instances roads are impassable and 
are resulting in additional costs for transporting of goods and services. Concerning to note has 
been, in most instances, the poor response from municipalities and other departments.  A 
particular point which came through strongly is the need for the control of invasive plants.  
 
The financial impact is in excess of millions and will continue to have severe ramifications should 
urgent infrastructure needs, amongst other, not be immediately attended to.  
 
The sector remains concerned regarding further severe weather warnings and that little or no 
assistance has been forthcoming. The agricultural sector urgently requires appropriate and focused 
interventions.  
 
The survey conducted was collected from inputs provided from every district and commodity groups 
in the province and represents the entire agricultural sector.   Below is a synopsis of results gathered 
from the survey:  
 

1. Please indicate what you produce: 

 

Livestock 

 Horticultural crops 

 Staple field crops (predominantly foods and 

grains) 

 Tourism 

 Forestry 

 Tree crops (fruit/nuts) 

 Sugar Cane 

 Other 

 

 

 



 

 

2.  Please gauge the following characteristics of the current season in comparison to your seasonal 
norm: 

 
 

Climate situation in comparison with  

normal conditions at this time of year 

 

Production expectations regarding commodities  

in your district 

 

 

 

 

3. Did any significant rainfall occur in your district during the past month? 

 

 
 

4. Please rate your experience regarding the following conditions in your district: 

 
Clean, safe  water availability for livestock 

Water availability for domestic, municipal and industrial use 

Ground water and safe surface water 

Crops flooded or damaged 

Level of fodder availability 

Level of financial support available 

Current level of support from financial institutions 

General condition of the veld/grazing  

Impact on recreation and tourism based revenue 

Level of support from Government or Municipality 

 

Note: Most respondents had not yet been able to calculate losses due to the ongoing severe 

weather impact. 

 

Yes 

No 



 

 

5. Have there been livestock losses in your district due to the current climatic conditions?  

 
 

6. Have you experienced climate related infrastructure damage? (Dams, sheds, warehousing,  

roofing etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Have you experienced crop damage as a result of the climate conditions in your area? 

 

8. Are there any proactive actions being undertaken to address the climatic conditions (floods etc.) 

in your district?   

 



 

 

9. Please indicate if disaster assistance is required? 

   

Fodder / feed, water and shelter, veterinary 

   

Grants   

Borehole repairs and maintenance  

Rebates on transport 

Subsidization of interest on production credit 

Subsidisation of interest on long term loans 

Control of invasive plants 

Awareness   

Other 

 

Respondents provided noteworthy feedback which is critical to take note of and certainly gives a 

first-hand account of the situation experienced across Kwazulu-Natal: 

Access district roads to remove product have zero maintenance from the roads department. 

Absolutely no progress or support!  

Fields are very wet! Substantial crop damage 

Heavy rains have caused a lot of damage to crops and existing infrastructure. 

Heavy rains- record for December but all safe and well. Very sandy soils drain well. Biggest issue is 

getting municipality/ province to repair rural roads. 

Impossible to yet work out losses for district. Most losses are for flooded crops like maize and 

potatoes. There is no insurance for this! 

Increased foot rot in livestock thus more veterinary costs. 

Losses cannot be estimated at this stage! 

Most of the damage was caused by waterlogged conditions resulting in poor crop development. 

My bridge washed away and I am still waiting to see if my insurance will pay 

Our gravel-roads are not maintained 

Poor government assistance 

Public roads are in a terrible condition  

Rain has damaged roads  

Road deterioration because of incessant rain and flooding  

Roads are very Bad 

Rural road infrastructure badly damaged mainly due to blocked drains.  

The newly resurfaced road has been damaged badly from blocked drains. 

Milk lorry’s and feed lorry’s battling to get access to farms. 

Lack of maintenance has cost us our district road. (eg. 350mm in first 10 days of Jan 2022) 

May need fodder assistance in winter.   

The most damage is due to lack of sunshine and heat units.  

Livestock sickness has increased.  

Deflated prices in the market is causing hardships.  

The parasite invasion is still coming and that will be costly.  



 

 

The roads have been greatly impacted by the constant rain and flooding of roads - roads are almost 

impassable - trucks delivering feed / diesel/ fertiliser and trucks taking our product to market can 

almost not access us anymore.   

We are trying to fix roads where we can but do not have the equipment to do a proper job. The 

Roads department and municipality is doing nothing about it.   

There needs to accountability on those who have fallen trees and planks in the river to have then 

removed.   

This is normal wet cycle year. We need to be grateful for the rain and that dams, rivers, springs and 

groundwater have been replenished. Collateral damage is part of the risk we take as farmers. 

Our loss is in production due to the number of cloudy days and no growth.  It is also to early to put 

value on losses etc 

We are fortunate to have had good rains from the end of December, but nothing serious for now. 

We have had extensive repairs to roads and bridges, field contour etc over the last few years. Our 

fertilizer applications were washed away, roads and bridges destroyed, and our Bank cannot sustain 

the re-doing of these damages. 

We have below average rainfall for Spring followed by above average rain since beginning of 

December. We have had no significant rainfall related damage as far as I am aware in our area. The 

only problem is the low heat units, lots of overcast days and not much heat. 

We have not suffered any hailstorms although our neighbours have had 2 severe hailstorms. 

We need the St Lucia mouth to be opened to give us a drain down from the back flooding caused by 

the closed mouth  

We require infrastructure and grants for replanting/rehabilitation of the whole farm and infrastructure 

upgrade on existing buildings, roads, bridges and drainage to avoid future damage due to floods 

and back flooding. We request for a way forward with regards to the St Lucia estuary mouth opening 

which could bring relief and fast drain out in case of floods and back flooding in the area 

Above normal rainfall without any sun causes field grass not to grow, crops drown and die, animals 

develop pests due to wet weather 

 

Note: Compiled from inputs collected across all districts and commodities in KwaZulu-Natal on 

Thursday, 20 January 2022. 
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