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Honored guests, fellow farmers, ladies, and gentlemen. 

The past year has been very difficult, to put it mildly.  We had to deal with the Covid19 pandemic, 

the Foot and Mouth outbreak, bird flu and the looting and destroying of towns and infrastructure 

in KZN.  This is only to mention a few issues we have dealt with; there are many more areas 

where Kwanalu has risen above everyone and did excellent work for our agricultural sector. We 

have learnt how to use Zoom, Teams and to participate in webinars due to Covid.  Hopefully by 

the time our congress date arrives we will be able to sit face to face and discuss agricultural issues 

together. 

A very well-known businessperson, Richard Branson, once said: “Tough times are inevitable in 

life and in business.  But how you compose yourself during those times defines your spirit and 

will define your future.”  As I said in the beginning, this past year has been a difficult one, but the 

way in which our farmers in KZN have reacted to all the problems has been absolutely amazing. 

Normally we would worry about rain, input prices, wages, goods prices, supply and demand for 

our products.  The red meat industry as well as the poultry industry took a huge financial knock 

after the outbreak of foot and mouth and bird flu in our province.  Then came the looting.  Roads 

were closed and products for all commodities could not be moved anywhere.  Milk was thrown 

away, timber and sugarcane burnt, eggs could not be delivered, just to mention a very small 

number of challenges that our farmers faced.  But still not one of you gave up.  Every single farmer 

stood up and looked at the mountain before them and said: “How are we going to climb this one?”  

We all took the lead and wanted to fix KZN.  Well done to our agricultural sector. 

The Kwanalu office has worked tirelessly sending out new movement regulations as they were 

published during Covid.  Freddie Van Tonder, our head of safety and security, has spent many 

hours on the road going to farmers to help where he could.  Sadly, we did loose some of our 

farmers this past year due to farm attacks.  May they rest in peace. 

John Flanigan headed up our land desk and has done very good work during the past year.  

Lindelwa Ndaba  – development. 

To Sandy, where do I start!  Is there anything you did not do?  From sending out movement 

permits, to fighting with me on the JOC for Foot and Mouth, working 26 hours in a 24 hour day 

during the looting, always keeping our organization a step ahead of everyone else.  Thank you 

from all members for always placing Kwanalu first on your agenda. 

From me personally thank you for helping me through this past year.  It has been a huge learning 

curve from my side.  We have handled lots of challenges and I can honestly say we as Kwanalu 

have come out on top. 

To the board, thank you for your valued input at all times.  You have all helped me through my 

first year as president.  We are all different and didn’t always agree with each other, but I can 

honestly say we all had a common goal – Kwanalu must be the best. 

To Andy Buchan, my one vice president, for your phone calls, just asking: “Captain, how are you 

doing today and what do you need me to do?” or just to say, keep up the good work you are the 



right person for the job”, when I was doubting myself. A huge thank you, I don’t always think you 

know how much it meant to me. 

To Phenias, thank you for your calm way of handling certain situations.  I have learnt a lot from 

you and for the sound advice I will always be indebted to you.  Ngiyabonga Baba. 

To the leaders in our province, the advisory council, chairmen, vice chairmen and secretaries, 

thank you for your valued leadership in the province. You all were available to sit in on Zoom 

meetings with Sandy to discuss problems in your areas. I would like to encourage you to have a 

look around your areas and tell those members that are not on board the Kwanalu ship they need 

to make a plan or they will be left behind. Together we are much stronger. Thank you for the 

messages, voice notes and calls just to give me an update of your area or problem. 

I would like to end off with a quote from one of our former presidents, Mr. Nelson Mandla. He said: 

“When people are determined they can overcome anything.” We never know what the next hurdle 

is going to be, but may we continue to be determined because the future of agriculture depends 

on us. 

Thank you to all our farmers, commercial or small scale. Without all of you this province would 

not be what it is. There is never a challenge too big for any of you. Well-done. 

     

    

 


