
 

 

 

 

 

7 December 2021 

 

 

Dear Agri SA Member 

 

Outcome of parliamentary debate on section 25 of the Constitution 

 

I am writing after having followed the live video stream of the parliamentary debate on 

the amendment of section 25 of the Constitution.  It has been an emotional afternoon 

following four years of uncertainty and many, many hours of challenging work by Agri 

SA leaders and staff, but also by all our affiliates and many of our grassroots 

leadership and provincial managers who took the time to go and attend difficult public 

hearings.  Ultimately this very serious threat to our property rights did not materialise.  

The Bill that proposed R nil compensation and state custodianship was rejected, 

because the required two thirds majority vote in Parliament was not achieved. 

 

Agri SA immediately reacted in the media on the night of December 2017 when the 

news broke that the ANC policy conference had recommended that the Constitution 

should be amended.  We were absolutely steadfast in our stance that no change to 

the Constitution was warranted and that the proposed change would lead to extremely 

negative unintended consequences for our sector and our economy. Amongst 

numerous other proactive activities, Agri SA commissioned a study by Dr Roelof Botha 

on the potential economic consequences of R nil compensation and we had many 

consultations with our legal time during this time.  

  

Agri SA sought legal opinion from the most respected legal professionals it took this 

legal and economic counsel and developed a strategically sound lobby and proactive 

approach to addressing the matter at hand. Agri SA prepared and presented lengthy 

and well-reasoned submissions on expropriation without compensation and the 

proposed changes to section 25 (including the later proposal of state custodianship) 

to Parliament.  We hosted a webinar on state custodianship to carefully consider the 

matter. We interacted with many other concerned organisations and combined our 

efforts where there was a common goal. 

 

Whilst we fully recognised that this is probably not the end of the road as far as the 

expropriation debate is concerned, we believe that the outcome of the debate in 

Parliament today is very positive for our sector.   

 



I would like to thank every farmer and every affiliation who supported us and played 

their part in this journey.  Agri SA with its members must remain resolute and united 

in advancing our sector.  

 

On the topic of the Expropriation Bill, it is now before the Portfolio committee on Public 

Works and Infrastructure.  Public hearings took place earlier this year and the 

committee will debate the Bill clause by clause next year.  Agri SA will keep a close 

eye on this Bill and will keep members informed. (At this stage there are no other 

processes taking place). 

 

I would like to encourage our members to keep on playing their part in furthering 

partnerships for agricultural development and land reform and to utilise opportunities 

that arise.  

  

Again, thank you for standing united with Agri SA. I wish you all a restful and blessed 

festive season. 

 

 

 

 
 

Jaco Minnaar 

Agri SA President 


