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RECORD OF THE KWANALU CONGRESS 
HELD ON THURSDAY, 04 NOVEMBER 2021 

AT THE ROYAL SHOW, PIETERMARITZBURG 
 

23rd Annual Congress 
CONGRESS THEME 
“Stronger Together” 

 
Uniting and moving forward together positions us as world class rural businesses and 

agriculturalists making a difference in South Africa. 
 

1. Registration 
 
2. Constitution of Congress  

The CEO, Mrs Sandy La Marque, confirmed that the notice of Congress had been circulated 
and with the representative delegates present, a quorum had been met and Congress was 
properly constituted. 

 
3. Opening 

Mr Andy Buchan opened Congress with a message of inspiration and encouragement and 
read a passage from Romans 5 vs 3 – 5. 
 

4.  Welcome  
The President, Mr Peter-John Hassard, called the meeting to order and asked the Vice-
Chairman, Mr Phenias Gumede, to do the welcome.  
 
Mr Phenias Gumede welcomed everyone to Congress and informed everyone that due to 
Covid 19 restrictions the programme has been adapted and the set up provided for social 
distancing and observers attending virtually.  
 
Mr Phenias Gumede welcomed all delegates, observers and guest present in virtual 
attendance.  
 
Apologies had been recorded on the attendance register. 
 
Mr Phenias Gumede particularly welcomed past presidents who were attending online, Mr 
Robin Barnsley was wished a speedy recovery following his operation, Mr Brian Aitken who 
was attending physically was acknowledged and Mr Andries Geyser, chairperson of the NAU 
Trust was also welcomed and thanked for physically attending. It was mentioned that Mr 
Andries Geyser has been attending Kwanalu’s congress since 1965.  
 
Guest speakers were specially welcomed namely Mr Nhlanhla Mtaka and Mr John Purchase 
as well as the Young Farmer 2021 contestants and families. Representatives from sponsors; 
Old Mutual, Pannar, Absa, Nissan, Santam, Nedbank, AgriSita, Genesis, JSE & Royal Show 
grounds were thanked for their contribution towards the Congress.  
 
In closing off the welcoming Mr Phenias Gumede emphasised that the farmers of Kwazulu-
Natal (KZN) can become stronger if they stand together and unite.  By supporting, defending, 
and protecting Kwanalu. At all institutional levels a difference can, be made. Mr Phenias 
Gumede assured Congress that Kwanalu is not only making a difference in South Africa but 
in Africa as well. 
 

5. Motions 
 The Chairman requested Congress to stand for a moment’s silence – 

In remembrance of those who had lost loved ones and lives as well as those who had 
been victims of crime since the 2019 Congress. 

 
 Dr Kathy Hurley was requested to present a motion: 
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MOTION TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT RECEIVED BY KWANALU DURING THE 
JULY 2021 KWAZULU-NATAL UNREST 
That the congress acknowledges the assistance and support received during the July 2021 
unrest.  
 
In particular, the farmers and rural town security groups; the Free State, Northern Cape, 
North-West, Limpopo and Eastern Cape provinces, AgriSA and the AgriSA Disaster Relief 
Foundation, the 15 partners who enabled Kwanalu to feed 500 000 people during the 
humanitarian crisis, and the volunteers who assisted Kwanalu at the local association level. 

 
6. President’s Address 

The Chairman handed over the chair to the Vice-Chairman, Mr Phineas Gumede, to enable 
him to present his address.  The Chairman presented his President’s Address to Congress.  
A copy of his address is attached to the file copy of this report. 
 
The Vice-President, Mr Phineas Gumede, thanked the President for his address.  
He proposed the adoption of the President’s address.  This was seconded and adopted.  

 
7. Annual Report 2020/2021 

Mrs Sandy La Marque addressed Congress and highlighted some of the issues dealt with 
during the past year.  
A copy of the presentation is attached to the file copy of this report. 
 

8. Financial Statements year ending 30 June 2021 
The President called on Mrs Sandy La Marque to present the financials. It was noted that all 
delegates had been sent the Audited Financial Statements. It was confirmed that the Board 
as duly authorised had approved and signed the audited financial statements  
 

9. Annual membership subscription & Budget proposal 
Mrs Sandy La Marque presented the membership fee and Budget.  The supporting 
information had been sent to all delegates. 
  

10. Acceptance 
Kwanalu Board Member, Mr Bobby Hoole addressed Congress. He encouraged members to 
take leadership in their communities.  He noted that there had been a lack of willingness to 
participate on behalf of associations and the community.  He encouraged everyone to 
participate and particularly encouraged the younger farmers to step up and take ownership 
of the future. 
 
He noted that the governance and fiduciary responsibility of Kwanalu continued to be 
achieved. He proposed the acceptance of the annual financial statements, membership fee, 
budget and the annual report as circulated to delegates.  
 
The audited financial statements, membership fee, budget and annual report were seconded 
and unanimously ACCEPTED. 

 
11. Awards 

Young Farmer 2021 
Mrs Sandy La Marque explained the running of the competition.  It was reported that it was 
the 12th year that the competition had been held with the support of Toyota SA.  She 
explained the criteria for competing in the competition. She thanked Toyota SA for sponsoring 
the competition. Each finalist was presented to Congress in no particular order: Ross Gordon, 
Guy Holmes, Lee Pedlar, Bradley O’Neill. 
      
Bradley O’Neill was announced as the winner of the Young Farmer 2021. The President and 
Mr Ricky Pillay from Toyota SA presented him with his award and certificate. 
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12. A political overview of South Africa today.  
 Mr Nhlanhla Mtaka 

Amongst other Mr Nhlanhla Mtaka indicated in the past 2 years we have been presented with 
3 scenarios: 

 First scenario – Covid-19 Pandemic 
Covid-19 exposed us to the realities of the high poverty rate and the lack of a health care 
system. Impacting on the economy and all aspects of life.  

  
 Second scenario – July 2021 Riots 

The violence exposed us to the lack of security structures and more importantly lack of 
leadership.   We know now that our intelligence structures cannot even analyse a threat of 
the N2 and N3 being attacked and shut down. The most concerning aspect of these riots was 
the issue of food insecurity.  If you cannot feed your people, you are running the risk of riots. 

  
 Third scenario – Recent Local Government Elections 

Power sharing in a society that does not understand how it works is a problem. Society has 
also shown that they have rejected politicians and political parties.   
After you have voted you are no longer part of the discussion only the politicians will discuss 
and decide on the future of leading the municipality and country. A wounded politician is a 
dangerous politician.  He warned that the politicians will use land issues in the 2024 National 
Elections. 

 
These three (3) scenarios should inform discussions between Kwanalu and other 
stakeholders on how to influence the decision making in KZN.  He mentioned that politicians 
are opportunistic instead of realistic regarding land issues.  We need to firstly accept why we 
are in the state we are in before we can discuss it and come up with solutions. 

  
Mr Nhlanhla Mtaka said all State and non-State actors have failed since 1994 to do a simple 
task of balancing the fears and aspirations of South Africans.  Society has allowed politicians 
to make decision and have not held them accountable.  We will get the Government we 
deserve based on our participation.  We are allowing politicians to define concepts eg. the 
definition of a farmer as a white person.   We need to change the definition of a “farmer”, a 
farmer is a businessperson who has chosen agriculture as his/her line of business. 
 
With little or no sound leadership in KZN all the relevant stakeholders need to come together 
to make collective decisions. The state needs to engage with relevant stake holders and 
listen carefully and act together not in isolation.  

 
13. An agricultural outlook of the economy and what is required for inclusive growth and 

economic prosperity in South Africa. 
Dr John Purchase 
South Africa’s agricultural Sector Overview:  Growth, Challenges and Opportunities – where 
are we headed?  
The presentation is attached to the file copy of the report and is available on the Kwanalu 
website. 
 

14. Discussion by delegates 
An interactive session was held with delegates and speakers engaging on a wide range of 
issues.  Amongst other the following questions and comments were posed:  

• Government has lost control of most of the areas in KZN and whoever has the biggest 
firearms has control of the area. Response:  Unless we have accountability from 
politicians in KZN we will continue to have these problems.  Engagement with the 
communities needs to continue, if this stops the situation will only get worse.  What is 
being seen here is a failed state where criminality is confused with community issues.  

• It was requested that the social compact to water resources be explained.  Response: 
the demands from government will be land and water.  Agriculture is currently using 60% 
of water consumed and of that majority of this is being used by white commercial farmers.  
The demand is that there is a more equitable use of water by black farmers.  Negotiations 



 

 

 

4 

needs to be entered into otherwise government will take the water and allocate as they 
see fit. 

• Mrs Sarie Mehl indicated they are having problems with bio security in their area.  There 
is no assistance from the state vets and if dipping systems can please be implemented 
again.  Dog hunting is also a problem as it seems like it is open house and has become 
a gambling issue and not as a result of hunger. The Stock Theft Unit in the area are not 
doing their job.  Not sure if they are being intimidated or just can’t do their job.   

• Emphasis was placed on hunting with dogs.  

• Clarity was asked on where does Agbiz stand on EWC.  Response:  Agbiz does not 
support EWC at all, not even remotely.  There is disinformation being circulated by the 
Institute of race relations. 

• Mr Aubrey Mthembu stated that he agreed that traditional leadership in the area is 
extremely important. 

• Mr Craig Petersen indicated that education from senior structures in the community is of 
vital importance to help alleviate issues with stray cattle and goats and the impounding 
of them. 

• Security companies played a big role in the assistance to the farmers in the Izotsha area 
during the unrest. 

 
15. Closure & President’s conclusion 

Mrs Sandy La Marque announced the Board for 2021/2022: - 

• Messer’s, Andy Buchan, Phineas Gumede, Peter-John Hassard, Bobby Hoole, Craig 
Petersen, Christopher Hadebe, Dr Kathy Hurly and Angus Williamson. 

 
The President thanked all the speakers for their participation and thought-provoking inputs. 
He thanked delegates and observers for attending, the Kwanalu staff for their work and the 
sponsors. He committed to Kwanalu proactively addressing the key issues, many of these 
had been highlighted during congress and specifically during the recent leadership meetings 
throughout the districts.  He reiterated that the voice of Kwanalu is strong, and we are 
“stronger together”, we must unite and continue to move together to position the sector now 
and into the future.  
 
Mr Andy Buchan proceeded to close Congress with a prayer. 
 
Congress adjourned at 13:30. 
 

 

Kwanalu  
KwaZulu Natal Agricultural Union 
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Kwanalu Website: www.kwanalu.co.za  
Kwanalu Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kwanalu 
Kwanalu Twitter: https://twitter.com/Kwanalu1 
Kwanalu Instagram: www.instagram.com/kwanalu_kzn 
Fax. 086 435 2237 
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