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To all our valued farmers, sponsors and contributors, below are some of our highlights from the third
quarter of this year:



In July, HGA arranged a field trip to Scientific Roets near Kokstad for our students based on farms
in that area. Scientific Roets is, among other things, a business incubator for young entrepreneurs
in the agri-business sector and therefore a great place for our students to be inspired and get a
sense of the range of career paths that exist in the agricultural space.

Figure 1: Harry Gwala Agri students on a field trip to Scientific Roets near Kokstad



The selection process for the second round of student placements has been completed and involved
an initial screening of 140 CVs, following which 50 students were interviewed and undertook a
maths literacy test. The interviews took place over three days and we are grateful to HGA director
and psychologist, Mrs Leigh-Anne Hauff for giving of her time to be involved in the process.
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We were once again humbled by the adversity many of these students have had to endure and
overcome and are grateful for the opportunity we have to offer 20 of them the prospect of
obtaining the experience they require to satisfy the requirements of their diplomas. In this regard,
we thank Pannar Seed and Standard Bank for making this programme possible and to the
commercial farmers who have committed to hosting students once more and the new farmers
involved. We acknowledge the following farm owners and their families and staff: from Ingwe
Farmers Association; Mr Rob Stapylton-Smith, Mr Buzz Hauff, Mrs Cathy Greer, Mrs Nue Pitout, and
Mr Neville Hardman. From Highflats-Ixopo Famers Association; Mr Bruce Allwood, Mr Neil Cole, Mr
Craig Archibald, Mr Paul Reynolds, and Mr Peter Button. From Zwartberg Farmers Association; Mr
Leith Turner and from Mount Currie Farmers Association; Mr Rory Bryden. If you are interested in
hosting one of our students for a minimum period of six months please contact us.

With the majority of the first round of students having completed our programme and waiting for
the acceptance of their diploma applications, we continue to look for opportunities to assist them
with their next steps. One option being explored is for students to gain further experience by getting
involved in our agricultural mentorship projects. Developing farmers face the challenge of a
shortage of skilled labour and not being unable to leave their farms to attend to off-farm matters
because they do not have anyone they can entrust the running of their farms too and so placing
students on these farms could then be beneficial for both student and farmer involved. We are
currently in discussion with the dynamic group of aspiring farmers that reside in the Hlutankungu
area to see if we can test this concept there.


The Iminathi Training Centre run by the Reynolds family near Ixopo, is proving to be an invaluable
resource for skills development among people of all ages in the district. Earlier this year HGA, with
the help of our partner Standard Bank, were able to support the centre by making a financial
contribution towards the construction of a classroom for pre-school children.

Recently, over a period of two weeks, 20 primary agriculture students from the Esayidi TVET College
gained some on-farm experience at the Reynold’s farm. This proved to be rewarding for all involved
and HGA is going to be working alongside the Reynolds’s to formalise a system whereby this
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Figure 2: The Iminathi Training Centre’s new classroom for pre-school children residing on farms in the area

opportunity can be extended to other agricultural-related educational institutions around southern
Kwa-Zulu Natal. As many students use the National Certificate in Primary Agriculture as a stepping
stone for their National Diplomas in Farm Management, this presents a great opportunity to
identify passionate and talented young farmers for future involvement in our in-service training
programme.



We wish to thank Sutherland Seedlings for their generous donation of 20 000 cabbage seedlings
which we were able to distribute to various projects. The One Home One Garden Project in
Hlutankungu received 10 000, Mr Roy Dandala facilitated the distribution of 3000 to the Madzikane
Co-op in Riverside whom he assists and 7000 went to Mr Stembiso Khumalo and his family who
farm in the Mazabakweni area near Highflats. HGA were recently introduced to the Khumalo’s who
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have been farming in the area for 20 years and benefitted at times from the support of neighbouring
commercial farmers, the Allwood’s and the Strachan’s.



We have two new noteworthy members of our community in Mr Sdumo Dlamini, the newly
appointed Deputy Minister in the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development,
and his wife, Mrs Gugu Dlamini, who is, among many other things, the former CEO of both Umgeni
Water and LGSETA. The family bought a farm in the Inhlamvini area between Highflats and
Richmond in 2017 and launched Bethel Estate with the intention of using crop and livestock farming
to drive a bigger vision of economic development and empowerment in the area. The Humphry
family who farm nearby have been on hand to assist the Dlamini’s since their arrival. After meeting
Mrs Dlamini in December 2018 she asked if there was a mentor available through HGA and so we
decided to approach Mr Bruce Humphries to fulfil this role, which he subsequently agreed to.
Besides his involvement on the family farm, much of Mr Humphries time is occupied serving as a
consultant for Farmers Agri-care and so is able to offer a wealth of guidance to the Dlamini family.



Some time ago, Mr Richard Mingay, a dairy farmer from Franklin, suggested that their broader
community would benefit greatly from a cattle race so that the livestock owned by residents in
Franklin village could be inoculated to prevent the spread of disease. This is particularly important
as there have been threats of Bovine brucellosis (contagious abortion) outbreaks in this area in the
recent past. This devastating and highly contagious bacterial disease is primarily present in animals
but can also be transmitted to humans. HGA has, through the Standard Bank grant funding, supplied
a neck-clamp for the crush and Richard Mingay has begun purchasing the materials required for
construction. As the site earmarked for the crush is located on municipal land we have engaged the
Greater Kokstad Municipality to request permission and approval for the proposed site and await
their decision.



It has been the season for annual general meetings with HGA presenting at both the Ingwe and
Mount Currie Farmers Association AGMs and then holding their own meeting at the end of August
at the Victoria Country Club in Pietermaritzburg. Our meeting was a great success thanks to the
excellent attendance we had from our partner companies and other stakeholders. Our first annual
report was also distributed and well received and can be accessed via our website by clicking here.
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Figure 3: Njabulo Makhathini, a student from Richmond, undertook his 18 months of in-service training on the Stapylton-Smiths’
farm in Eastwolds and has since been offered a full-time position there. Photo: Lianne Ashton

Harry Gwala Agri exists due to the support and financial contributions from members of the HighflatsIxopo, Ingwe, Zwartberg and Mount Currie Farmers associations as well as our partner companies,
Mascor, Pannar, De Heus, DFSA, Meadow, Standard Bank, and P. Trimborn Agency.

For further information please contact:
Project manager: Dylan Weyer (projects@hgagri.co.za)
Secretary: Sarah Firth (secretary@hgagri.co.za)
Best regards
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