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A male white rhino casts a glance through the
crate that was used to transport him to another
reserve. The rhino was captured by Ezemvelo KZN
Wildife officials so that they could widen the gene

pool of rhinos at another reserve.
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A polluted stream in Pietermaritzburg. PHOTO: 1AN CARBUTT
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FROM smog, leaking sewers, polluted
rivers and questionable air quality to il-
legal dumping and the New England
Road landiill site fire, Pietermaritzburg
was plagued by environmental issues in

2017,
In January, The Witness printed
Msundusi Municipality's sppel to s
the city.

ton off-ramy
he sl took months o cear vih
ConservationTrust
(Duct) seneral manager Doug Burden
saying that diesel spills were “hugely
hazardous” and that the clean-up and
teabilfaion o the arn would be 3
“long-term
P.etermxnuburg also saw incidents
of llegal sand mining this year along the
banks of seni Riv-

‘The municipality issued a Stermvarn.
ing to those not adhering to the rules
andbylawswhen it cameto llegal dump-

ing.

People living near illegal dump sites
suffer the consequences of - terrible
smells, the possibility of encountering
hazardous substancesand an unhygienic
living space.

Duzi Umngeni Conservation Trust
pollution control officer Sancle Vilakazi
said people normally use open spaces
and bridges to dump their waste.

“Solid waste can be d: . espe-

ers between Pietermaritzburg and Dur-
an.

Unregulated and unchecked illegal
sand mining s considered “as oncof the
more serious environmental problems”

ing the province.

Dut's Vinka suid thatater llegally
excavating the sand, the miners left the
land ravaged without rehabilitating it.

Vilakazi said the impacts of vegeta-
tion-clearing and formation of access
routestosand miningsites forlarge vehi-
dls “hs protaby he most profound

cially to young ones.

“The gross smell that comes out is
not good for children. Insome cases chil-
dren grow up with asthma, respiratory
issues and in some instances tuberculo-
sis)” he said.

“We find used nappies, expired pills
and many harmful objects. Our main
concernis that children sometimes play
at the dumping sites, which can be very

e ot Wi s mining, most
of the topsoil is removed and vegetation
becomes absent. Water penetration is
Tow and run-off is high. Sand mining
subsequently leads to a hastened soil
crosion

“This was worsened by heavy rains.

Natural rehabilitation of mined land
takes between 12 to 40 years.

May 2017 saw a massive victory for
northern KwaZulu-Natal farmers after

things such as pills.”

As we enter 2018, we hvcmhopc that
the scourge of illegal dumping is climi.
nated, however, this i not the job of the
municipality alone.

Residents, passers-by and visitors to
an area where there is illegal dumping
need to report it, so it can be dealt with.

In early January, a truck transporting
fisel crashed and caught alight, spilling
5000 litres of diesel on the N3 south-
bound and into the soil of the median
separating the north and southbound
lanes, one kilometre before the Ashbur-

the Western Cape High Court ruled
against exploration for oil and gas in

Northern KZN.

KwaZulu-Natal Agriculture Union
(Kwanalu) released a statement at the
time sayingjudgment was handed down
against the South African Agency for
Promation of Petroleum and Exploita-
tion (Pasa), the minister of Mineral Re-
sources and Rhino Oil and Gas Explora-
tion South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

ino Oil and Gas submitted their
notice of application for exploration in
the KZN Midlands and Northern KZN,

in late 2015 and early 2016 respectively.

Both applications covered a total area
of more than 1 600 000 hectares and in
excess of 15000 farms.

Last yearsaw massdemonstrationsby
environmental activists an
against the company with fears that ex-
lortion could lead o facking

Fracking (hydraulic fracturing of gas-
bearing rock) is the process of drilling
down into the carth before a high-pres-
sure water mixture is directed at the
rocks to release the gas inside.

‘Water, sand and chemicals are inject-
edinto the rock at high pressure, allow-
ing the gs o low out to the head of

e wel

i dit Sandy la Marque
said the court decision was a huge reliet
for farmers not o
parts of KZN but the entire province.

LaMarquesaid gasand mineral explo-
ration could come at a huge cost to the
environment, with the potential to con-

il resources, as well
hreatening to destroy véihoods and
businesses and negatively affect com-

Dr David Mabunda.
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Piles of bottles and litter on the banks of the Duzi near Ernie Pierce weir. PHOTO: IAN CARBUTT

muniis sl
in July, we saw the resignation of
Eremicly Ko ol 1AL
ing CEO Dr David Mabunda.
e gave his frewell spech at the

more experience in conservation than

im.

Ezemvelo has appointed Sthabiso
Chiliza as the acting CEO until further
notice.

detmhng the highlights he expenenwd
as acting CEO at Ezemvelo since De-
cember 2014,

st saw
Blanted by thik acid smoke ]
massive fire broke out at the New En-
gand Road landril site

more toxic fumes spewing into the air.

In November, Pietermaritzburg’s air
quality came into question by environ-
mentalists who are wnccmed about the
air i the city bow

Wil Mo Municipality says
the “air quality emissions comply with
national standards”, the air has been
known o change from season o season.

was only for sixmonths, but wasextend-
ed withamandate to “stabilise the orga-
nisation, restore discipline, normalise
relations with organised labour and re-
focus the organisation on its core man-
date of biodiversity conservation and

improve expenditure levels”

“We worked well together and
achieved most of our st bjctves? he

dded.

*Vabunda vas inaugurated as an hon-
ourary professor in natural sciences by
the Oxford Academic Union in July 2017,

Msny expressed sadness and disap-

intment at Mabunda’s resignation,
Ieluding DAMP Ao MeDonsel who
said she did not know of anyone with

‘many schools,

It forced
with nearby residents ining of
chest pains and breathing problems.

The fire started at the dump site on
a Thursday aﬂemoon, spread qulckly
across the landill area and spewed no
ious fumes into the air,

Msunduzi acting municipal spokes-
person Siya Hlongwa saidat thetime the
fire was immediately attended to but
strongwinds, high temperatures and the
dryness of the environment helped the
firespread quiely over anrea of bort
100

2y

etermaritzburg is surrounded by hills,
and has winter-time smogs.

He said there was a high concentra-
tion of industry within low-lying resi-
dential areas where wind speedsare gen-
erally lower than high-lying areas and
pollution is not dispersed.

Savage said there was not enough
‘monitoring of and ineffective combat-
ing of the pollution in the city.

“There is little incentive given to in-
dustry to reduce their pollution and na-

And:vampsonsald(hat)fth:ﬁrc de-
partment had not acted as quickly as
they had, it would have been worse with

Former acting CEO of
Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal
Wildlife Dr David Mabunda
was tasked with “stabilising
the organisation, restoring

discipline, normalising relations
with organised labour and
refocusing the organisation on
its core mandate of biodiversity
conservation and improving
expenditure levels.”

tems also contribute”

Savage added Hhere was it ol e
search done on pollution and climate
and the effect it has on human health.

Bobly Pe he lmsteand eniron-

bly the sole cause” of the red algac that
covered the Duzi at Camps Drift in carly

(ovember.

“The amount of E. coli in the river and
its tributaries alarmed many, including
Duct and the Natal Canoe Club.

In early November, The Winess re-
ported the Dusi Canoe Marathon was
under threat due to increasing levels of
seysge palltion i the rver.

warned the race may have to
be discontinaed nthe futuredue tothe
levels of E. coli in the riv

He added that the water quahtv “has
been deteriorating year-on-year for the
last 20 years due to increased levels of
sewage pollution”,

“Sewage pollution in the Duzi and its
rbutarics s srious problerntat s
been escalating for years,” said Vi

“The pollution of the river has T
very big impact on the annual Dusi Ca-
noe Marathon and there are concerns
therage .. indange o beingdiscon-

ture years”
el Caoo Ch general manager
Steve Botha said the E. coli in the Du
was of “huge concern”,
He said paddlers from across the

burg-based wvironmeots!
roundWork ssid there was 1o propes
monitoring system in pl

He said Plemmnmlburg had a really
seriousair pollution problem (especially
in winter) because many of the indus-
tries emitting pollution were located

etermaritzburg to train along the D
Should the Dusi be discontinued, it
would not only bea loss for the paddiers,
but for the city and its revenue.
Although the Dusi Canoe Marathon
seemedsafe forthe timebeing, ifthe pol-

f the

lution problems continued and the race
it would ive i

N3,

Another major environmental issue
that will be monitored closely goinginto
2018, is the number of leaking sewers
in the city.

Duct sewer line monitor Nkosinathi
Dlaminisaid therearelotsof sewersleak-
ing into the rivers and nothing is being
done about this.

Duct’s Vilakazi said the amount of
sewage flowing into the Duz’ tributar-
jes from the unfixed sewers was “proba-

pacts on the community in the Duzi Val-
e, he said.
Rhino poaching remains an ongoing
problem with KwaZulu-Natal's protect-
ed areas being targeted heavily this past
year due to some success in reducing
poaching in the Kruger National Park.
Tn2017a total of 221 thinos werekilled
by poachers in KZN's game reserves,
Ezemyelo spokesperson Musa Mntam-
bo confirmed.
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