


Key Policy Questions
ϟWhy should the State continue to invest in

transforminglandrelations?

ϟHowimportant is landreform in SouthAfricatoday?

ϟIsSouthAfricastill primarilyanagrariansociety?

ϟWith the extent of the historic dispossessionand
transformationof the majority of the dispossessedinto
wage-workers,is there anagreementabout:

ïthe demandfor landin SouthAfrica?and

ïthe purposeandprospectivebeneficiariesof landreform?

ϟCan land reform represent a radical and rapid break
from the past without significantly disrupting
agriculturalproductionandfood security?



Policy Statements
ϟInstilling national identity, sharedcitizenshipand autonomy-

fostering servicedelivery are the primary reasonswhy the
State must continue to invest in the transformation of land
relations (systemsand patterns of control and ownershipof
land).

ϟThe rationale behind State investment in, and the enduring
demandfor, landis to be found in the historicalbackgroundof
what hasbeendescribedby somescholarsasάaccumulation
by dispossessionέ. (Arrighi G, AschoffN & ScullyB. Accumulationby Dispossessionand Its

Limits: TheSouthernAfricaParadigmRevisited. StCompInt Dev(2010) 45:410ς438)

ϟThecurrent economicstructureof SouthAfrica,asa result of
this historical process, has produced net factors which
underminethe conditions for fostering social cohesionand
developmentamongstthose previouslydispossessedof their
land.
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Vision For Land Reform
ϟ A properly re-configured single, coherent four-tier system of land

tenure, which ensuresthat all South Africans,blacksin generaland
Africansin particular, have a reasonableaccessto land with secure
rights, in order to fulfil their basicneedsfor housingand productive
livelihoods;

ϟ Clearly defined property rights, sustainedby a fair, equitable and
accountablelandadministrationsystemwithin aneffectivejudicialand
ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΩsystem;

ϟ Secure forms of long-term land tenure for resident non-citizens
engagedin appropriate investmentswhich enhancefood sovereignty
andlivelihoodsecurity,andimprovedagro-industrialdevelopment;

ϟ Effective land use planning and regulatory systemswhich promote
optimal land utilization in all areas and sectors; and, effectively
administeredrural and urban lands,and sustainablerural production
systems.
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Land Reform Principles
The principles which underpin the new
approachto sustainablelandreform are:

ϟDeracialisationof the rural economy;

ϟDemocraticand equitableland allocationand
useacrossgender,raceandclass; and

ϟStrict production discipline for guaranteed
nationalfoodsecurity
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New Trajectory
ϟ Asetof proposalsisadvancedwhichattemptsto:

Ϟ break from the past without significantlydisruptingagriculturalproduction
andfood security; and,

Ϟ avoids redistribution that does not generate livelihoods,employment and
incomes.

ϟ Thistrajectory issupportedby:

Ϟ a strategy and a funded development programme ςthe a recapitalisationand 
development programme;

Ϟ a single land tenure system with four tiers;

Ϟ a Land Management Commission;

Ϟ a Land Valuer-General;

Ϟ a Land Rights Management Board, with local management committees;

Ϟ properly aligned common property institutions (CPIs); and,

Ϟ the Land Tenure Security Bill 2010, which is an integral part of the Land 
Reform Programme(LRP).
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